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Ladies and Gentlemen

Good Evening

Let me start by saying that this evening is deeply personal. It is personal not
because it marks a milestone in an individual’s life, but because it reflects a
collective reckoning of truth, struggle, and the unfinished promise of justice in
our nation’s history. I am humbled, beyond words, to stand before you as the

25th Chief Justice of Bangladesh, honouredby my Alma Mater University of



Oxford an institution whose legacy is rooted in moral inquiry, legal philosophy,

and the fearless defence of liberty.

But this evening is not about me. It is about us. It is about how we arrived here.
It is about why this honour belongs not merely to an individual, but to a nation

that chose justice over tyranny, truth over deceit, and reform over silence.

We must speak of July and August 2024,the months that shook our nation's
collective conscience. When lawlessness spread like wildfire, when state
institutions were captured including the judiciary and repurposed to serve a
narrow few, when the cries of the oppressed echoed louder than court
judgments, the people took to the streets. In every square of Dhaka, in every
nook &cranny of Ramna and the heart of Shahbagh and ShahidMinar young
voices rose with a single, firm cry: ""We Want Justice." It was not a slogan. It

was a verdictpronounced not in courtrooms, but in the public square.

It was this uprising of moral clarity that led to the fall of a regime that had
weaponizedthe law and compromised the soul of justice. For the first time in
our history, the judiciary was not spared scrutiny. The very foundations of

judicial legitimacy were questioned by the people we are meant to serve.

It was from that fire that my appointment emerged, not as a ceremonial
elevation, but as a solemn mandate. I was not chosen by accident, nor appointed
for prestige. I was summoned, by the moral energy of a people who demanded

that the judiciary be rebuilt with courage, truth, and accountability.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On 21 September 2024, 1 declared my Reform Roadmap for Judiciary, a

blueprint born not in the silence of chambers but in the thunder of civic



resistance. This roadmap rests on three pillars-judicial independence,

administrative autonomy, and procedural efficiency.

We have since taken bold steps. Two bodies, the Judicial Appointment
Council and the Supreme Judicial Councilhave been operationalized with full
authority to appoint and remove judges of the Supreme Court, insulated from
executive interference. A draft law for the creation of a Supreme Court

Secretariat has been submitted to the Government.

But institutional architecture is but only one part of reform. The deeper work is
cultural, human, and moral. We must confront a tragic truth, the common
person does not experience justice as something near, swift, or honest. They see
delay, corruption, and alienation. To change this, I issued a 12-point directives
against corruption, establishing two grievance redress helplines at the Supreme
Court, pushing for digital case tracking, and introducing transparency protocols
that are now being replicated vigorously and with unprecedented enthusiasm

and commitment at the district level all over the country.

I have personally visited every division of Bangladesh, Chattogram to Rajshahi,
Sylhet to Rangpur, Mymensingh to Khulnato carry the message of reform. I
have met with judges, magistrates, and lawyers and have called on the district
judiciary and local bar associations to rise to the challenge, not as passive
enforcers of tradition, but as architects of a new people-centric justice delivery

system.

And they have respondedemphatically, Ladies and Gentlemen. The Judicial
Service Associationhas begun consultations. Local bar associations
haveinitiated seminars. I am confident that it is in that spirit that this very
association, the Supreme Court Bar Association, shall invariably assume its

role not only as guardian of the Bar, but as a significant stakeholder in the



national reform project. The Bench cannot reform alone. The Bar must lead

beside us.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me take this moment to share a development of national significance. On 22
June 2025, the Supreme Court of Bangladesh shall, In Sha Allah, host a
plenary session on judicial reform, graced by the presence of the Hon’ble
Chief Adviser of the Interim Government. This will not be a mere event,itshall
be a national milestone, a time for us to collectively renew our vows to

constitutional justice, independence, and service to the people.

None of these reforms could have gained traction without the support of our
trusted partners. The UNDP, with strong commitment has, stood by us since the
December last year. Our international partners, preeminentlythe European
Union, the United Kingdom, and Sweden, have lent considerable support not
the least of which has been their participation at ambassadorial level at our
judicial roadshows in Mymensingh, Khulna, Chottogram,Rangpur, and

Rajshabhi.



It is in this context that the conferral of the Honorary Fellowship for life by
Wadham College, University of Oxford, gains a special meaning. It serves as
a call to remain vigilant, bold, and humane.lt is a recognition of Bangladesh’s
new judicial awakening. Wadham College, with its legacy of progressive
thought and principled dissent, has long been associated with those who dared
to speak against orthodoxy in the name of equity. Unsurprisingly therefore, their
hangs prominently in Wadham’s Senior Common Room a portrait of John
Cook, a Wadham Alumnus who was the first Solicitor General of the English
Commonwealth and initiated the prosecution of Charles I. Cook had builta
reputation as a highly original and a progressive lawyer if not a radical one and
played a pivotal role in bringing charges ofhigh treason against Charles I.At that
time the trying of a reigning King had no precedent. Previous monarchs had
been deposed but none had been brought to trial. Of course,upon the restoration
of Charles II,Cook was eventually convicted for regicide and was executed in
1660. But that has not stopped Wadhamfrom celebrating and marvelling at his

legacy since.
Distinguished Guests,

I began this journey with a belief that justice is not a destination, it is a
discipline. A discipline we must renew each day, with conscience, with
sacrifice, and with humility. The revolution that restored dignity to this office is
not over. It was a catalyst at renewal with renewed vigour. The future of our
judiciary, and indeed our country will be defined not by words declared from
this podium, but by how faithfully we serve the people who gave us this chance
not only to reform and rebuild but also to consider all aspects of transitional and

indeed restorative justice in the long run.

I thank the Supreme Court Bar Association for this gracious gesture. I thank my

fellow judges, colleagues, and respected guests. And I thank Wadham College,



Oxford University for reminding us that the world is watchingand sometimes,

just sometimes, it applauds as well.

Thank you all.



